<<DATE HERE>>


Governor Chris Gregoire
Office of the Governor
PO Box 40002
Olympia, WA 98504-0002

FAX: 
360-753-4110


<<your name here>>
<<Your Address Here>>
<<Your City, State Zip Here>>
<<Your Address Here>>
 <<Your Phone Here>>

Subject: CLOSURE OF LARCH CORRECTIONS CENTER 

(this is a sample Letter Please feel free to include your own personal stories and concerns or remove out information you do not fully stand behind) <<REMOVE THIS NOTE BEFORE SENDING>>

I am writing to ask you to reject the proposal to close Larch Corrections Center (LCC) located in Clark County. Closing LCC would not only jeopardize public safety and send good, family-wage jobs out of Clark County, but also devastate said families with potential loss of homes, medical insurance, and in some cases, life.

The proposal states that several factors were considered in the closure of LCC. Despite this claim, input from employees, the Clark County community as well as other stakeholders was ignored. There has been a failure to consider the economic impact the closure would have on this community with the highest unemployment rate in Washington (13.9%). Larch inmate crews are certified firefighters and play a crucial role in protecting the community along the Yacolt Burn. The area and its state resources could be in significant danger including if Larch is closed. Additionally, environmental groups will incur significant losses to their work force and ability to continue restoration projects.

Governor, I am asking you to work with this community to reconsider full closure of LCC, include DOC’s input in a revised proposal, and find ways that have not been discussed and/or addressed to balance the budget. Some listed examples: 

1. State DOC Furlough days
2. Early retirement and/or severance packages to those who are eligible for retirement.
3. Closure of half of the LCC facility

Larch saves the state money and releases many offenders with wage-earning job skills and education they would not receive at another facility. Many of these ex-offenders are now taxpaying citizens in Clark County. LCC is approximately 74% efficient with the following internal resources: 

1. Its own wastewater and water treatment plant
2. Recycle program (all food waste and sorts trash collected from our roads) 
3. Automotive program
4. Fire-fighting program: It costs the state far more to contract and use private sector fire fighters than it currently costs the state to mobilize the Larch certified crews. The current crew for Larch is $3,000 per twenty person inmate crew vs $9-15,000 ($12K average) per 20-person private crew.                                                  
5. Timber programs with the Department of Natural Resources (DNR): Timber receipts provide revenue to Clark County for schools and roads.
6. Timber reforestation program (tree planting and thinning)
7. Offender Community Work Crews (wildlife, fishery, Clark County Food Bank, picking up litter from roads, and many other jobs for non-profits in our community)
8. Offender Construction and Labor programs (including electrical, plumbing, janitorial, cooking, laundry certification, and heavy equipment operations.)

There are many examples of cost savings and revenue that LCC affords this county and state.

There is also the issue of having SW Washington represented in the prison system. LCC provides a facility that enables families of offenders in and around Clark County that is close enough to maintain family relationships. These relationships are vital to an offender’s ability to re-enter our communities.

Please do not send Clark County offenders to McNeil Island correctional facility where they would have a higher risk of becoming hardened criminals. The state has a significant amount already invested in the Larch facility, which with its location would be vulnerable to metal thieves if closed completely. The cost to pay a security company to protect an empty facility simply does not make sense.

Prison closure should involve thoughtful consideration and consideration of all tertiary ramifications.  

Thank you for your consideration of this critical issue.

Sincerely,

<<your name here>>

